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Seagrass Health and Restoration
Monitoring and research on the distribution and health of seagrass in Tampa Bay has, historically, been of Metabolic Parameters for Represe ntative Substrate Types

highest priority to the Tampa Bay scientific community because seagrass is one of the primary ecological
indicators for estuarine health. Seagrass has been recovering in Tampa Bay since the early 1980's after B T N < e o S e e
severe losses due to poor water quality resulting from nitrogen loading. However, despite reduced nitrogen
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resuspension/light attenuation, seagrass restoration, and epiphytes to to help determine what factors are B R e |
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stations, and suspended sediment and be measured during AR Mariposa key R 1 |
seagrass restoration studies. Productivity incubation periods. Rates of \ 0 N I R S _

. metabolism are calculated B o AN g |

measurements are performed using the from changes in key chemical Py 5 . I e
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The following results show rates of gross daily production (P) and 24-hour respiration (R) for Terra Ceia Back Bar T e T ke T e
representative substrate types at six monitoring locations throughout the bay, and examples of the |

dependency of photosynthesis on photosynthetically active radiation (PAR). This type of information will | oy "’
be used to model the impact of light attenuation resulting from sediment resuspension on seagrass SN ST
productivity. Similar relations will be developed for modeling the potential impact of groundwater
nutrients, sediment contaminants, and seagrass epiphytes on benthic habitat health. il ATHI G N
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